% 


; 
| 


- THE 


SUBSTANCE 


, 0 f A 


ISCOURSE, 


! 


- PREACHED AT THE 


OLD MEETING-HOUSE, 


BESSEL's-GREEN, 


* 


DECEMBER 15, 1799; 


occ ASTON ED BY THE 


4 4 
* I Py 
5 o 
_ . g 
| a " 1 * 


BY 


DEATH OF MR. JONATHAN AGATE. 


8 


— | — — 


speeds away 


BENJAMIN MARTEN.. es 


—LFE 
From point to point, though ase. to stand still. 


The cunning FUGITIVE is swift by stealth: 
Too subtle is the movement to be seen; 
ret 500u MAN“ hour is up, and —we are gone! 
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which the opinions of men widely differ, 


yet there are others in which mankind are uni- 


verſally agreed. The ſubject I am about to diſ- 
cuſs on the preſent ſerious occaſion, I conceive 
to be one of this latter deſcription. ** It is afifrornt- 
ed unto men once to die.” Here, the believer and 
the ſceptic, the jew and the pagan, the maho- 


metan and the chriſtian, unite. The zealous | 
defender of revelation, the frozen hearted atheiſt; 
and the bold, though miſguided infidel, are here 


of one opinion. As this alſo is a  ſubje&t in 
which all men are intereſted, ſo I am ſure it 
demands the attention of every individual within 
theſe walls. Permit me then, my brethren, to 

affiſt your refletions on this important a article, 
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A LTHOUGH there are many ſubjects on 
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by addreſſing you more particularly from thoſe 
words contained in the | 


Seventh Chaftter of the Book of Jeb and ninth 
Fuſe. 


AS THE CLOUD IS CONSUMED AND VANISH- 
ETH AWAY; $0 HE THAT GOETH DOWN 
TO THE . GRAVE SHALL COME UP NO 
MORE. | 1 


As J ham no deſire of intruding on your time 
dy an nicauction, I ſhall beg leave to direct 
your attention immediately to the text itſelf, the 
figurative language of which will lead me to 
treat ſeverally on LITE, DEATH, and the GRAYE. 

I. Firſt J am to take notice of HUMAN LIFE, 
to which the text appears to have a ſtriking re- 


When Job, in alluſion to preſent exiſtence, 
made uſe of the metaphor of a cloud, he ſeemed 
to have the ſame views. which the apoſtle after- 
ward entertained of it, when he ſaid, ** For what 
is your life It is a vaftour that afrfieareth for a 
little time, and then vanifheth away.”” This figure 
furniſhes us with ideas both of the mutability 
3 — 


As 


Twi - 

As the cloud, during the time it is hovering over 
our hemiſphere, is continually changing its poſi- 
tion, and varying its form ; equally mutable and 
tranſitory is life, made up of pains and pleaſures, 
joys and ſorrows, hopes and fears! Look at man 
To-day allured with pleaſure, which elevates his 
mind almoſt beyond itſelf, to-morrow he is bend- 
ing beneath ſome uncommon: load of anxiety; - 
| to-day elated with hope, to-morrow the flave f 
_ doubts and fears; to-day in poſſeſſion of health _ 
and ſtrength, to-morrow languiſhing on a bed of 
ſickneſs ; to-day reclining on the ſoft couch of 
caſe, to-morrow torn with racking pains; to-day 
abounding in affluence, dreſſed in /rurfile and fine 
linen, and faring fumfunouſly, to-morrow ſunk on 
the dunghill, deprived of the common comforts 
of life ; to-day riding in the triumphal car of 
proſperity, . to-morrow walking through the 
thorny vale of adverſity, the child of denen, 
diſappointment, a 


This tranſitory ae is likewiſe ſhort and 
fleeting. The pious author of the text calls our 
life a cloud, no doubt in alluſion to the ſwift and 
rapid manner in which that vapour is borne be- 
fore the wind, when it appears for a very little 
time and is gone for ever | The words of the 
fame writer are of a ſimilar tendency, where he 


A3 _ - fayy 


C0 3 
ſays, « Man that is born of @ woman is of few 
days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like 
a flower and is cut down, he fleeth alſo as 2 
ſhadow, and continueth not in one flay.” The 
good old patriarch indulged the fame views of 
human life when he exclaimed, © few and evil arc 
the days of my pilgrimage.” The longeſt period 
allotted to man here, is comparatively very ſhort. 
Hence, ſays David, Je days of our years. arr 
threeſcore years and ten; endif by reaſon of flirength 
they be feurſcore years, yet is their firength labow 
and ſorrow : for it is sc cut off, and we flee 
away.” But where we are permitted to fee the 
| tate of hoary age reached by even one indivi- 
dual, crowds are called away before that period. 
many in the tender ſtate of childhood, juſt as 
reaſon begins to dawn in the little mind Others 
in youth, in full purſuit of ſcience, or labouring 
to acquire the neceſſary pre-requiſites to ſome 
' uſeful occupation, the hope of the father and the 
mother's care, in this promiſing moment are 


taken to the ſilent graye | Some, like the deceaſed, 


arrived to manhood, who having by education 
and diligence acquired the means of living, and 
about to launch into the more important ſpheres 
of life, are at this hopeful period called by death, 
and laid inaQtive in the _— Others we ob 
. ſerve 


* 


CJ 

ſerve with families around them, applying the 
advantages and profits of their buſineſs to the 
neceſſary work of education, and forming the 
tender mind for uſefulneſs, are taken away, and 
and leave that unfiniſhed which they ſoeagerly © 
began! Some there are, who having paſſed this 


tate, are buſily engaged in ſettling an expenſive 


family in life, perhaps already gone half way 
through the long anticipated work, when ſum- 
moned by death to a world of ſpirits ; whilſt 
others, but alas how few ! permitted to paſs on 
to old age, reaching even ſixty or ſeventy years. 
All theſe circumſtances teach us the mutable and 
fleeting nature of life. They illuſtrate the pro- 
priety of the metaphor in the text for our life 
varies like the changing cloud, mn oe m_ 
like the e Irs mae BEL 


II. Crd next to treat on TINY which 3 
repreſented by the cloud 3 and n | 


away. 


It is, my friends, a question no leſs aveful _ 
it is important. lat is it To DIE? In return 1 
might briefly anſwer in the words of Dr. Young, 


alluding to the worth of time, « {ſe death beds, 
THEY can tell!” For though we may meet with 


fome ſtriking repreſentations from the pulpit and 


from 


LY 
from books, yet ſurely this awful leſſon is beſt 
taught, and of courſe; ſooneſt learnt, in the cham- 
ber of mortality. The death-bed of our deareſt 
friends, the ſighs and groans, the toſſings too 
and fro, the wiſhful looks, and the laſt-long 
farewell, will impart ideas not to be derived 
from any other quarter. If we will take pains 
to look full into the ſubject (and indeed on oc- 
caſions like the preſent who could avoid it) 


DEATH will appear very awful and eie 
from various conſiderations. 


Wherever death ade 3 enn! 
een in this our mortal ſyſtem. Obſerve 
the language of inſpiration. on this head: T 
changeſt his countenance and ſendeft him away.” 

* The graſs withereth and the flower thereof 


falleth away.” Les, Sirs, the glowing cheek turns 


pale, the rolling eye ſinks in its ſocket, the nim- 
dle tongue lies ſilent, the active hands and feet 
are motionleſs in the coffin, and the healthful 
body, now a breathleſs corpſe, is about to be con- 


_ over * the om Pow. 1 


There is no | Reins ſo. * 1 nor a con- 
dion ſo abject, as to exempt man from the do- 
minion of death.  'The' high and the low, the 
| rich and the poor. the young and the old, the 

| bond 


Ts. 


bond and the free, the noble 4 the * the 
learned and the illiterate, lords and ſlaves, princes 
and peaſants, are equally ſubject to his control. 
The man of honour, the man of pleaſure, the 
ſo did miſer and the debauched prodigal, the man 

of buſineſs and the man of religion, are alike 
expoſed to the ſhafts of death! Hence, therefore, 
fays the poet, ; 


| « Death who comes t0 ne, will coms to al” | I 


888 death preiails, the 2 ties — 
5 nature, of friendſhip, and of religion, are looſ- 

ened; the mother's ſhricks, the infant's cries, 
the huſband's ſighs, and the wife's lamentations, | 
are of no avail | The parent is ſnatched from 
the child, and the child is torn from the embraces 
of the diſconſolate parent; the huſband is taken 
from the wife, and the wife men from the 
arms of the diſtreſſed huſband. Surely theſe 
mortifying circumſtances ſhould teach us to mo- 
derate our earthly attachments! * What,” fays 
the tender mother, © can I love my child too 
much? Cruel thought!” My dear friends, I 
would by no means check your growing uy 
nor damp. the ardour of your aff 
merely ſuggeſt, that death lurks unſeen — 


| panes — then, for perad venture the 
| darling 


* 


neſs; in the full career of life, 3 | 
_Arength, calculating on their profits or exulting 


10 


ane der e may be taken from you. 
Well did the Apoſtle exhort the pri 


- $245 & OhriC. 
tians, . Ser your affeftions on things above, not on 


things on the earth. Nothing, indeed, but fin can 
| deprive us of thoſe divine realities, while death, 
that relentleſs tyrant, in a moment er us of all 


A © = 


What tends to make death Rill more A GFP "= 


the ſudden and unexpected manner i in which he 
ſometimes executes his ſummons. Hence, ob- 


ſerves' the pious author of the text, « one dies in 


vis full firength, being wholly at eaſe and quiet.” 


How many poor mortals are taken off in an 


unguarded moment! See them entering an 
eternal world, with their ſins and unrepented 


follies on their heads, amidſt the buſtle of buſi- 


in their worldly proſpeRts, ſaying to their hearts 


each for himſelf, . 7ake thine eaſe; eat, drink, and 
- be 2 Others buſied in midnight revellings, 


pending that portion of time iu diflip: 


nature has appointed for refreſhment, are called 
into eternity before another riſing ſun | We ſee 
. Plunging into the flood, another falling a 


victim to the flames; one dies in his houſe, ano- 


rs drops 3 way; 9 . 
Zend . | While 


( 1m J 


while partaking of his wonted meal, falls from 
his chair, and ſinks into eternity Surely, then it 
may be juſtly. ſaid of man, that in the midſt of 
life he is in death.” Upon this conſideration our 
Lord's words to his diſciples muſt acquire an ad- 
ditional force, WATCH; for . 
n Ser of Maw ee ls ot lier 4564 wi 


ah, #74 F * 
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ii. l ea wy pal oh ou onans, Se, 
he. that i 1 en, hall con 0, 
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The crave in ain e | 
to be the houſe affrointed for all living. This 
declaration affords. us ſerious ground of confi- 
deration. Les, Sirs, we muſt one day be con- 
ſigned to thoſe gloomy. manſions over which the 
king — long and ſilent dominion. 
Ace wot Ft; bg, ur garments 2. R A 


—— muſt be erchat d for the 
tion This i is the aw | 
ful language of ſcripture, * « They, ſtall, Jay down... 

; 75 a __ 1 urs them.” "Wh 


place of reſt and of exemption 12 i dls: :: 
« There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, there the 
N r, 


[i 12 Þ 


ery — at re. Although death be the 
Teck of fin, yet the mortal enjoys a reſpite from 
Iifreſs,” ſo long as it continues a tenant of 
che gloomy manſion. Are you haraſſed with 
worldly "ankticties?” Are you weary” of four 

. 2 b The period ie but ort. 


2 , 
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your race will ſoon be'1 
be fought, your journey . Death cloſes 
| the ſcene} and lodges the traveller in the peace- 
ful tomb, vvhere the din of war, the downfall of 
ſtates, the overthrow of kingdoms, or the con- 
vulfions of —— can never V Ong to 
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The grave is all = pics'of total 
1 reſs ""Solomione aſſures us that 
wiſdom, or knowledge 
in Wr wia ele! A0 ber we 1endous 
ration! Heat Fea ene der from” our 
bleſſecl Lord à Teff6n of wi C we Wins wo 
the work of him that hath ſent 


W 
hold ! now is the accefited time ; behold ! now is 
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But what we ougkt-principally- to notice, is 
— in che text all cume u no ν. 


Hot hard is our fate Here ropteſtmed; the 


deareſt friends dan meet no more; ye patents, 
your children ſhall not return to you, but you 
muſt follow them] It might be here obſerved, 
chat theſe words of Job are not to be 1aken 
without ſome reſtriłtion. His hngaring was evi- 


at cannot be ſuppoſed: hat Job, whoſe! expeRta- 
tions of a future ſtate were ſo ſanguine, could 


intend to convey any other meaning by the words 


„Tough after death worms dęſtroythis Body; get in 


my fleſh ſiall I ſee God.” David likewiſe declares, 


_<« myfleſh ſhail-reftm hoſu. In the ſame ſoriſe we 


untlerſtand the words of Solomon dn the ſame 
ſubject, when he ſays, tere is nd uiſtiunge in 


this war. The ſtate in which death leuvee u 
muſt for a time remain unalterable. The noiſe 


medicine, and che aids. of philoſophy; are uf 


— our bollgn ow] yy Toby gas 
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of fame, the pomp of riches, the-allurements of 
pleaſure, the charnis of mufic, the efficacy uf 


no — in duſt n | 
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tent cloſe the buſy ſcenes of life, ſo 
the-GnAvR is the priſon. into which the mortal 
victim is thrown. - Here it must remain, until 
NE who hath power over death ſhall come, and 
with a vdice louder than ten thouſand thunders, 
pierce thoſe Glent cayerns, burſt the, iron bars, 
and call the priſoners forth! Liſ and immorta- 
2 are EPA ae eighth. the; Gee. : 


9 ——ů Ninke oEthe dihon- 
ours of the tomb, and be made the ſubjects of an 
immortal exiſtence. For this mortal hall frut 
on immortality, and this corruftible tall fut on 
incorrftion, ten fhall be brought to fraſs the fay- 

ing that is n r ——— in 
| _— . A (6 E209 N N nn 
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This pen ef my Gabjo@lays — 2 
e and extenſive field, into which I 


ſhould gladly have e ee ere 
to du towards mn 


fy . 10 ae 

. is common on a dell ane e 
Ging.of: the character of the deceaſed, but this 
part I generally decline. It frequently happens 
that we are not ſufficiently acquainted with the 
character we are called upon to delineate ; we have 
5 | I Ones, 


- C8} 
ones, by overſtrained encomiums, are often held up 
to derifion. The beſt uſe we can make of the 
memory of our departed friends is, ſtudiously to 
avoid what we ſaw amiſs, and ' zealouſly to imi- 
tate what we beheld praiſeworthy. Let us, 
| however, be particularly careful to judge of them 
according to the pure law of charity, recolle&- 
ing, that as we judge here, ſo. we ſhall be judged 
| hereafter. But I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject 
without Bide a few words to a 


Fut to vou hs arent of wa . ods 
I addreſs myſelf. My dear Madam, if I knew | 


| leſs of you, it might be necessary for me to ſay 


more to you on the preſent occafion. . Through 
Providence, you have been of late years placed at 
a conſiderable. diſtance from your children, but 
ſill T know-they are ever near your heart, and 
your mind is burdened wich an inceſſatit ſolici- 
tude for their welfare. One of them is no more! 
You have in times paſt gone through many 
ſcenes, this is a trying one ; but I forbear to open 
afreſh the wounds of a heart ever expoſed to the 
niceſt feelings of ſenſibility. I would rather 
pour in the rich balm of conſolation. Vou have | 
felt as a parent, I am ſure you alſo feel as a 
chriſtian. . If any thing can compenſate the loſs 
"vu - | B 2 of 
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of à child, it muſt be the joyful expectation of 
meeting him again in a better world; be this 
pleaſing ſatisfaction yours, when you call to re- 
membrance a child, whom you" can never _ 


f 


again this Bay ao Bee: DIS dP Pong” dg itve Popur 
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Secon 75 2 en addreſs e a 
the ſurviving brothers and /ifters of the deceaſed. 
My dear” friends, you have loſt a brother. He 
Who the other day lived among you, and with 
whom vou were on many accounts cloſely con- 
nected, is taken from you, encloſed in a coffin, 
and his accounts are ſeated up unto the judg- 
ment of the great day! The end which Provi- 
dence had in view; by this untimely ſtroke, it'is 
not for me to determine; bot alis we now, 
Sod grant a preſeiit's eden äbede way be 
made effectual to this deſirable purpoſe. Let 
this ſolemn event prove a warning to the living. 
Youknow, my friends, we often wander in our 
ns, forget our God, and are thought- | 
latter end. Peg by the divine boun- 
orget the hand whence our bleſſings 


flow. You Tecollef the words of David, e. 


fore 7 Was afflifted T went' tray, but now have 1 
Leer th word!” 1 alone e knows what effect 
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Made es you ee enflame awd 
zeal for religion, and fo tearh you to number your 


days, that you may with renewed ſolicitude apply 
your hearts to the acquiſition of true wiſdom- 
Methinks I hear your poor brother now locked 


up in the arms of death; exclaim, 144 Weep not for 
me, but for yourſelves. My battle is fought, my 


race is run, my fun is ſet. Be diligent, improve 


the» few: fleeting days which you Thall: be per- 
mitted: tg enjoy on earth, for your time is waſt- 
ing away; your life, like the vom en, vn 
ere eee e i 

Finally, to ous 24 to an 1er) you, eee 
the deceaſed bas afforded 'a'' warning of your 
latter end. This is only a repetition of that awv- 
ſul deelaration which God made when he ſaid 
to Adam, Duff thou art, and unt duft ſhalt thom 
return,” This breathleſs corps now lying before 
| you, proclaims in words of irreſiſtible eloquence, 


YE ARE' MORTAL DYING-CREA TURES Who 


baps. ſome of you, making the enquiry, Ii 


I;“ Should you not alſo aſk; provided it be x, 
am I repored s You will do well never to loſe: | 
fight of this enquiry, until you can anſwer it to 
your own” ſatisfaction. It was the obſervation 
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of an Aale « Beloved, if „ an: 
| us. not, then have we confidence towards God.“ 
To aſſiſt you in theſe important concerns was 
the deſign of the preſent diſcourſe. If in the 
ſmalleſt degree it ſhall be found to accompliſh 
this end, I ſhall eſteem myſelf amply compen- 
ſated for the pains, (however ſmall) which 1 

have taken. I call upon you, both young and 
old, men and women, never to trifle with your 
happineſs, by putting death far ſrom you. If 
you have been inattentive to your beſt intereſts, 
if religion has not hitherto ſufficiently occupied 
your minds, make application while it is called 


to-day to the 'GosPEL; accept the gracious 


overtures of a dying Saviour; ſeek an intereſt 


in redeeming love. You are informed that the 
arms of benevolence ate open to receive you, 
proviſion is made in the Goſpel, and the ſtrongeſt 
_ Invitations are given; but remember, tue day f 
grace will not laſt for ever. When your Lord 
comes a ſecond time witlout fin unto: ſalvation, 
he will aſſume a different capacity, he will then 
come not to call ſinners to repentance, but to 
receive their aſſigned puniſhment. Finally, as 
life is ſo exceedingly ſhort and uncertain, and as 
ſo much depends on our conduct in this tranſitory 
Rate, may it be your wiſdom. and mine, to keep 
45 | | aur 
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our lamps trimmed, and our lights burning! _ 
Thus will death be diſarmed of his ſting, and 
appear no more than a deſirable meſſenger, ſent 
to introduce us from this ſhort-lived changing - 
world, into a ſtate of pure and endleſs felicity. 
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